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Image is everything. Every day we are surrounded by
thousands of advertisements, products and brands all vying
for our attention. Most of the time, the marketing companies
have huge budgets to work with and can pull the likes of A-
list celebrities and public figures to endorse these companies
and their services.

So how is the self-funded, start-off freelancer supposed to
compete with that?

The answer : You donot have to.

With the right image, you can excel with as much work as
you can poke a stick ai awhotedred!f
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How do we get an | mage?

Well, it starts with a name. The name that you want to be
spread around by word of mouth to everyone you know. This
can be as simple as using your birth name (John Smith),
adding your field to the end of your name (John Smith
Designs) or creating an entirely original name (Jojo).

While choosing a good name may seem like an obvious step
to take; it is often overlooked and if thought of it is decided
on a whim, or worse, decided after you already have clients!

Your name is an extremely important asset in developing
your image and creating continual return on investment as
you are moving forward. An ideal name is memorable yet
simple and interesting enough to share with another friend.

Letds have a |l ook at two exampl es:

John Smith and Michael Smith start their freelance design
business. John Smith names his business John Smith
Designs . While it may be simple and describe his business
quite well, it is not as memorable as it could be.

Michael Smith decides to name his freelance design business
Moonlite . Whil e it may be memorabl e an
describe what he does as a freelancer.

Both of the above choices are up to the individuals and there
is no clear winner, but they could potentially have very
different outcomes in how their businesses are seen.

In deciding one of these paths, you really have to focus on
your future and the impacts that name will have on your
business asitdevelops. I f you choose John S
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will have to think about the possibility that if you ever want

to sell your company, trade under a different name, change

your field and diversify or keep your business and personal

life separate in name, that changes may need to be made.
With Michael Smithdéds path you wild/|l
will be associated with the name; how you will advertise

what you offer and how to communicate on a personal level

with that name.

Do yourself a favour and consider these thoughts before
deciding on a name for your freelancing business.
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The Web is a Wide World

ONLINE Includes websites, blogs, social media
PRESENCE profiles, worldwide connections, forum
involvement and diverse services.

THE ONLINE AND OFFLINE “YOU”

OFFLINE Includes business cards, communication, physical presentation,
PRESENCE meetings, phone contacts, work associations, social functions
and networking events.

The next step of your freelancing journey is to get a base
camp for your operation. If it is your bedroom, lounge or
home office, set it up in the way that inspires you to work to
the best of your ability. If you have the ability to have an
external office or rented space i then take it and make it
yours!

From that point on, you will need to set yourself up for the
Internet. Just as you would with a store front in the physical
wor |l d, you need to have a place
Internet. Your clients and visitors will need a website to see
your past work, bio, offers and contact details.
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PURCHASE THE
ENTIRE E-BOOK
FOR ONLY $3!

AT
WWW.DIESELLAWS.COM
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Take the Competition Out of the Equat ion

At the cost of an Internet connection (free if you are using
someone el sebdbs) you can have a co0mj
online web presence. You can create free blogs, profiles on

various social media websites and connect with users all

around the world. Using the Internet in such a way, can take

you from a basic freelancer to a professional competitor* in

the online marketplace.

*But as | menti oned before, you dor

Do a quick search in your fieldbs f
will find an abundance of opportunities and also a lot of

freelancers chasing after that same offer. It can be very
overwhelming and intimidating as some of these freelancers

may have a | ot more experience, but
you.

By creating your professional online presence mixed with the

use of thendnegérsocial media chanrt
eventually have clients/friends of clients coming to you. This

can happen just from one-off emails, a future client viewing

your work or your multiple connections with new people

through social media.

The professional messages and presence you send out to the
world will come back to you eventually. So make every
message, blog article and status update count.
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Act ion and Reaction

TAKING
NO
ACTION

NO
REACTION

OPPORTUNITY

TAKING <
ACTION REACTION PUBLICITY

EXPOSURE

Actions cause reactions. While this may seem like a very
simple concept, too often we overlook it. Unfortunately there
is a difference between understanding something and
actually applying it to our lives.

Just as action is a necessary key in creating a buzz around
us, it is also necessary to get an overall reaction from the
world. What I mean by this is that you need to consider that
energy is the key ingredient in life. It is what we absorb and
use and it is what we put back into the world- just that it is
disguised in the form of a logo, blog post, or phone call.

Have you heard the saying fAyou onl
put into ito? Well this is complete
absolutely anything in life so freelancing is no different.

If you wish to receive success, opportunity, fun and of
course financial rewards from being a freelancer then you
need to be prepared to share that level of energy with the
wider community in the first place. Nothing in life comes for
free but as I have mentioned earlier, that does not mean
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you have to invest massive amounts of money. Instead you
need to invest your energy and passion.

Now you may be thinking that this is easier said than done.
You may be just starting out as a freelancer meaning that
you are currently required to work a standard job at the
same time. This suggests that whatever you are doing to
grow your name will be done outside the hours of your
current commitments.

We have all experienced coming home from a day of work
and commitments and succumbing to the couch because we
feel so tired. Then we get up and do it all again the next day.
But if you want more out of life than this; in particular if you
want your own name to be recognized, then you need to
change your patterns of behavior to make room for the
opportunities that will come your way.

From experience, life will only ever throw at you what you
can handle. If you find yourself in a position where you want
more than you have, but nothing seems to be coming your
way it is likely that you are not making room for what you
really want in your life.

So how do you make room I hear you ask?

Well there are a number of concepts to grasp and then
techniques you can apply to your lifestyle and thinking that
will make this room open up for you.

The first major thing you need to understand in order to be a
successful freelancer in any field is that your mind will either
make your success or break your success. It is truly the
most powerful tool you will ever own and you need to know
why this is and of course, how to use it.
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Being a Confident Freelance r

You will need to learn how to be confident in the way you
think, communicate and take action. So what is confidence
and how can you apply this quickly and easily to your
freelance work and goals?

Everyone has their own version of what confidence is. This is
because we learn it in different ways a child or young adult.
The actual meaning of it though is to be able to trust in
yourself completely and be able to believe that your
thoughts and actions are going to be correct.

This is not a particularly simple thing to apply especially if it
is not familiar to you. We inherently have trust and
confidence in those around us but we rarely believe in
ourselves enough to be completely confident.

It is important in freelancing though to be confident. As you
grow and progress as a freelancer you will be required to
make quick decisions on the spot. These could relate to
whether or not you will take on a job. It may be answering a
clients question immediately or providing a quote.

These things all take a level of faith and self-trust that
affects not only your outcomes, but the outcomes of your
clients and those people around you.

People can hear your confidence as much as they can see
and sense it. So this applies to your online and offline
presence equally. If you are not confident you will
communicate by email that way. You will be very passive in
the way that you speak and will second guess yourself. You
will find yourself being very vague on the quotes you give
out.
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Investing in Yourself

YOUR MIND IS LIKE A BOX KEEP |IT OPEN AND FILL IT WITH GREAT STUFF

The most important investment you can ever make is in
yourself. However just like purchasing a lap top, you do not
suddenly stop being aware that there are new lap tops
available on the market. You must always remain open to
change and growth.

After leaving school, it is easy to switch off to the idea of

education. However the human brain is designed to learn

and it is essentially our duty to find things for it to learn if
we want to progress in any area of our life.

You will continue learning things unconsciously of course,
but this can be a little bit dangerous. This is because you are
only learning by example and habit. So if you are associating
with a lot of people that do not see great value in what you
wish to do, or that do not wish for more in their own lives
you will begin to assimilate to that style of living and
thinking.

This is not the biggest of issues because by using emotive
reasoning and consistent practice with affirmations, you can
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start to teach yourself skills that will bring you closer to what
you want in life and in particular as a freelancer.

As a freelancer education is extremely important. It is a
profession where by definition you will need to keep up with
technology and standards of products or services as they
change over time. Knowing what you know now will not be
enough to keep you successful in the industry forever.

You will need to be accountable to yourself by heading out to
continue to educate yourself in all areas. These will of course
include the areas of your industry. One way to ensure you do
not miss the trends is to stay active on your social media
profiles. You will be continuously updated on what you
should be learning to be the best in your industry.

But it is not all about education in industry skill set. It will
also be a focal point moving forward, to remain open to
changes in your thinking and behavior. There is a huge
supply of fantastic materials available to you online. There
are so many great blogs that talk about inspiration and
motivation as well as how to gain a greater amount of
confidence.

Everything in life is a choice and that applies to being a great
freelancer too. What is an absolute guarantee is that while
the processes of creating your image and name are
absolutely essential to your success, so will be your
commitment to mental improvements.

There are no extremely successful people (that have had
long-lasting careers) that have not understood the
connection between their thinking, behavior and results.
Most high achieving people in business, in any creative
industry or athletic field know that you and your mind are a
very powerful force when aligned together.
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Think of some of your favourite athletes or success stories.
They will all talk about the need to practice and learn new
skills. They never rest on their laurels and just assume that
they know everything they will ever need to know.

You will also often hear them say that in their greatest
defeats that they had Apsychedo t he
their greatest successes that they
this tells you that to achieve in a
is @ major key just as the physical skills you learn.

So it will be totally up to you to make that overall
commitment to continue learning and developing as a person
as well as a freelancer.

If you are able to commit to self-education then you will be
amazed at how far you can take your freelancing.
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